LUNDY'S LANE. 


nty SAMAR Anniversary of the Mem- 
orable Battle Fought July 25, 1814. 


The following brief sketch of tho fierce 
and decisive battle of Lundy's Lane was 
written not long after by Sir RK. H. Bonny- 
castle, knight, whose services in the Royal 
Engineers proved eminently useful then 

nd wt other times in several countries. He 
served at Flushing in 1809, in America 
from 1812 to 1815, He was an officer of 
distinction, and commanded the Royal Hn- 
gineer corps in Canada West from 1887 to 
st ee ap setae aE 
vices in tl lenge ingston, in Can- 
ada, in 1837. 

‘The place of the battle is about one milo 

from the falls of Niagara, on rising ground, 
the highest point between Lakes Erie and 
Ontario. A thin belt of chestnut forest 
separated the British and American forces. 
‘Lhe central area whore the coutest raged 
had been donated asa village burial ground 
about the year 1800, andin 1814 became a 
military cemetery of necessity. 
‘The battle commenced by tho Ameri- 
cans emerging from the skirts of the wood 
to the southeast of the church schoolhouse, 
and Gen, Riali, forord to retire, was fortu- 
nately recalled in time to reinforce Gen. 
reer ab 9 Ra ie directed the 
whiole brigade to take lon, Wnt cd 

Gen, Scott's enlace tet] ring 
almost simultanoously with the British at 
5:30 p.m. Tho blaze of cannon and mus- 
ketry, instead of being as usual cov- 
ered in American warfare Py the 
forest, was hero displa: in fair 
field and in open day for on hour, 
until Gen, Scott was strengthened by Gen. 
Brown, who thon took command in person, 
and about nine o'clock » second force- 
ment to the British, under Col. Scott, 
arrived on the field, 

Both armies continued the conflict with 
unabated vigor long after darkness had set 
in, nor did it cease until an hour after mid-— 
night. During the darkness many serious 
mistakes on hh sides occurred, ‘The 
British artillery was captured by Col. 
Miller at the point of the bayonet, but soon 
recaptured to its proper guardians. 

Tho number of troops engaged in stated 
as 1,600 British and five guns until nine 
o'clock at night, when two more guns 
and 1,200 men joined in such utter dark- 
ness that friend and foe were mingled, 
fatally in some instances. In the 
contest were: ‘The Royal Seote, 320 men ; 
Eighty-ninth regiment; Yorty-first hight 
the Glengarry regiment of militia; 120 
men of Highth regiment; some light 
dragoons; 815 regalars and 785 militia— 
total, 1,600 rank and file, with two twenty- 
four-pounders, two six-pounders and a five 
and a half inch Howitzer at the commence- 
ment of the action. This force was joined 
at nine at night by the One Hundred and 
Third regiment, and detachments of the 
Royal Scote, and of the Bighty-seventh and 
One Hundred and Fourth regiments and 
militia with two six-pounders, and the 
Nineteenth Light dragoons, altogether 1,200 
rank and file. 

The Americans had 5,000 of thelr best 
troops throughout the action, and nine 


unk. 
< ‘The 1,200 men (British) and two guns, had 
been nine hours on the march before they 
had joined in the dark. his was, in fact, 
the most steady, hard fought action of the 
whole campaign in Upper Canada, as was 
roved by the excessive slaughter, by Gen. 
Rinll having been wounded and taken 
prisonerpby the British commander, Gen. 
rummond having been seriously wounded, 
and by the two American generals, Brown 
and Scott, having been so disabled that 
their command devolved upon Gen. Ripley. 
The Americana claim this asa victory, 
Tt was a strange sort of a victory for them, 
for the British recaptured their artillery 
with two companies of the Forty-first under 
Capt.Glen, who attacked their rear guard 
whilst the British army remained on the 
field during the night and Gen. Ripley 
retired to his camp in the direction of 
Chippewa, Next morning he retreated 
towards Fort Erie, which he fortified for 
asiege,and was replaced by Gen. Gaines. 
The British disposed of all the dead, friend 
and foe, on the day following, July 26. 
Instances of individual heroism and 
reonal combat were numerous in this 
Noody action. Both armies, particularly 
the militia, covered themselves with glory. 
T partioularize the militia, adds Sir R. H 
Bonnycastle, knight, bocanse this was the 
first fair and open held of the war, to 
which, of course, they were not 80 sccus- 
tomed as the regulars. ‘lhe British loss was 
870 killed and wounded ; the American loss 
was 030, and 800 taken prisoners.” 
Upon this hill where pow wo gently tread, 
“Mid grass and stoues—memorials of the dead. 
Soy greenest turf and sweetest Sowers 
amnile, 
And whispering leaves to tnered thoughts be- 


guile 

Where gathering freo, with none to break our 
peace, 

Frou meaner thoughts we claim s short sur- 


cease, 
We pause, and list to awfal memories far 
When from this height boomed forth the roar of 


war, 
Soft contrast this to that flerce day and night, 
. When surge of battle hither rolled in might ; 
When shot and shell plowed all the trampled 
ground. 
And wounded, dead, and dying Grevpet around, 
Tharsstia, not upon the dreadfal plal 
Lay in tore frequent heaps the gory slain! 
But, O! proud contrast! there aimbition fought, 
And personal ends the conquering Cesar sought: 
But here, ‘twas patriotism fired the fight, 
And Drimmond strack to seve oar dearest 
right— 
Drummond, whose name still ves in proud 
aeboe, 
Shall saved Niagara's foot be on thy neck * 
Can Lundy's Lane untrue to Drammond live, 
Or gradge thy meswory all she bad to gi 
Thy right, O Canada, thy Drummond » 
And from high justice all bis valor 
Ife traversed notanother's right To Be, 
Bat stornly guarded thy sweet liberty 
Wha ks the patriot more? He knows but 
thi 
ery country and her welfare his. 
honor tis, ber greatness all ris care 5 
k to defend, her woes hin willing share; 
wie his pride, ber future but his own; 
Mi and deed, seed for her harvest sown, 
the patriot more? For her to live, 
Or gladly for ber life his own to give. 
Sach weie thy sons, O Canada, that fought for 


thoe, 
Sprung from the boundless west, or utmost sea, 
Such are thy sons today—the same their sires— 
Or French or British quick with loyal fires. 
Here on this Holy bill their bodies lie 
As thick a* stars that stud the winter sky 
Hore on this hill baptized indeed with fire 
‘As from an altar (nay their Hames aspire, 
O Canada! Thos of the sevenfold bond! 
Let evermore such sons in thee be found; 
Let evermore thy sons thy guardians be, 

nied and pure, content if thou be tree. 


